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" 'You possess good karma from former lives,' he ob-
served solemnly. *I am going to teach you a certain
yoga method that will give you command over one of the
invisible realms. Tlie great powers that will be yours
should be exercised for worthy ends; never employ them
selfishly! I perceive, alas, that you have brought over
from the past some seeds of destructive tendencies. Do
not allow them to sprout by watering them with fresh
evil actions. The complexity of your previous kanna is
such that you must use this life to reconcile your yogic
accomplishments with the highest humanitarian goals/
"After instructing the amazed boy in a complicated
technique, the master vanished.
"Afzal faithfully followed his yoga exercise for twenty
years. His miraculous feats began to attract widespread
attention. It seems that he was always accompanied by
a disembodied spirit whom he called *Hazrat\ This in-
visible entity was able to fulfil the fakir's slightest wish.
"Ignoring his master's warning, Afzal began to misuse
his powers. Whatever object he took up and then re-
placed would soon disappear without a trace. This dis-
concerting eventuality usually made the, Moslem an ob-
jectionable guest!
"He visited large jewelry stores in Calcutta from time
to time, representing himself as a possible purchaser. Any
jewel he handled would vanish shortly after be had left
the shop.
"Afzal was often surrounded by several hundred stu-
dents, attracted by the hope of learning his secrets. The
fakir occasionally invited them to travel with him. At the
railway station he would manage to touch a roll of tickets.
These he would push toward the clerk, remarking: 'I have
changed my mind, and won't buy them now/ But when
he boarded the train with his retinue, Afzal would be in
possession of the required tickets.*
"These exploits created an indignant uproar; Bengali
jewellers and ticket-sellers were succumbing to nervcus
breakdowns! The police who sought to arrest Afzal
found themselves helpless; the fakir could remove incri-
* My father later told me that his company, the Bengal-Nagp:;r
Railway, had been one of the firms victiirhsd by Afza' Khan